
          PRESCOTT COLLEGE               
Term One, Week Eight - Friday 19 March 2021

Message from Message from 
the Principalthe Principal

We all want for our students to have optimal learning 
experiences and for them to stay competitive with lifelong 
learning. But how well do you think the general public 
understands what good learning looks like? Most people went to 
school, so they often believe they know what good teaching is. 
 
A survey of more than 3,000 Americans to test their beliefs about common 
learning myths aimed to document the gap between public perception and 
good practice. The results showed that public opinion diverges from reality. 

Close to 90% of respondents agreed that students should receive information in their 
own learning style. But the idea that individuals have different learning styles, such as 
auditory or kinaesthetic, is a common myth. There is virtually no evidence for the idea. 
Almost 90% of respondents agreed that simply re-reading material is highly effective for 
learning. Research suggests the opposite. 
71% of respondents indicated that teachers should motivate students by praising them for being 
smart. A large body of research suggests that this kind of praise is counter-effective. Praising effort, 
rather than ability, is far more likely to motivate students to work hard and improve. 
More than one-quarter of respondents believed intelligence is fixed at birth. Neuroscience says 
otherwise. The struggle of learning actually rewires the brain to be smarter.

continued next page....
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Calendar 
of Events

Tuesday 23 March
Swimming Carnival

Thursday 25 March
•          Open Morning 9:30 - 11:30am

•  NAPLAN practice test for Year 7s

Friday 26 March
• Harmony Day - wear something orange

•        Surge

Monday 29 March
Parent - Teacher phone interviews

Wednesday 31 March
Dental for Schools visit

Thursday 1 April
Dental for Schools visit

Friday 2 April
Good Friday - public holiday

Monday 5 April
Easter Monday - public 

holiday

West Beach Park Run
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Nearly 60% thought that quizzes are not an effective way to gain new skills and knowledge. In fact, 
quizzing yourself on something you’ve just read is a great example of an effective way to learn. 
Finally, despite their overall poor showing, more than 75% considered themselves above average in 
their ability to judge the work that teachers do.

Monday 29 March, Prescott College is holding our first Parent-Teacher interviews beginning at 4pm.  
Please let me encourage you to book appointments to talk with your child’s teachers. The Parent 
Teacher Online bookings will open this Monday and  you will be sent an email invitation explaining 
how to log in and book appointments. It is important to talk with your child’s teachers; because we 
know that the best educational outcomes are achieved when home and school work together. 
 
Acknowledgement: Ulrich Boser, author of “Learn Better Mastering the Skills for Success in Life, Business, and School, Or, 
How to Become an Expert in Just About Anything”.

Peter Charleson

GRIP CONFERENCE
On Thursday, the school leaders 
were lucky enough to attend a GRIP 
leadership conference with a number 
of other schools at the Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre. The GRIP 
leadership team made us all feel 
welcome and went through a number 
of seminars that not only made us 
grow as leaders but forced us to think 
about what we could do better within 
our school. We were given a chance 
to talk to peers from other schools 
and were encouraged to go outside our comfort zone not only within the conference 
but in our day-to-day job as student leaders. Overall, the experience was fun, very 
inspiring, informative and something the leadership team will definitely take on 
board during our year.
                  Jack O’Neill

Year 12 Celebration cake prac
Sara was first cab off the rank with her celebration cake for the Year 12 assessment task for 
Term 1. She made a special effort to have this ready to take home to her mum this weekend.
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DEPUTY’S NOTESDEPUTY’S NOTES

As we 
read through 
the story of Abraham 
in the Bible we encounter a 
journey of perplexity that would never 
have been invented to promote following God.  
There are promises given and the mistakes that come with 
impatience. There is trust and obedience that is inspiring, but sometimes illogical. 
There is thoughtless impulsiveness that leads to heartache, but also a path forward. With Isaac, 
there is the gift given, but also the command that what had been so fervently promised over so 
many years and through so many trials, is about to be taken away. The gift of Isaac presents itself 
with hope, but also perplexity.  There is joy and pain, promise and despair. Questions often go 
unanswered and answers are given to what was never sought after. It reminds us that while our 
lives can often seem like a complex and messy tapestry, God can weave it to fulfill his purpose for 
good (Romans 8:28). Abraham’s story also reminds us that true success is not about what I got, 
but in discovering who I am. 
The presence of God in the life of Abraham fits well with Adventist education. While students have 
their triumphs and failures and disappointments come, success is best measured by character. 
Not so much, “Did I make an impression?”, but “What did I learn and who am I becoming?”  
Even SACE is catching the vision. In the next couple of years you will hear about the new SACE 
Certificate that is responding to our world’s changing needs. The SACE Certificate will come 
to not just reflect data from subjects, but will also seek to accurately reflect the student as a 
whole. This will be reflected in a Learner Profile. As an Adventist school we are more than 
ready. The story of Abraham is a raw look at life. There are no illusions. But it also tells us 
what God can do to shape amazing lives in those who persevere with Him.  

         Dr John Lewis  

NOTICES
Swimming Swimming 
CarnivalCarnival

Tuesday 23 MarchTuesday 23 March

George Bolton Swim CentreGeorge Bolton Swim Centre

Students, please remember to:
•  apply sunscreen
•  bring a hat
•  bring your $4 for the bus if 

you will be going to the Swim 
Centre via school transport.

The Carnival times are from 
9:30am to 2:30pm. The venue will 
be closed to the general public, 
however parents are welcome to 
attend. All attendees will need to 
check-in with the QR code system.

There will be a kiosk open on the 
day.

Mr Bocala / Mr Davies / Mr Lozada

Harmony DayHarmony Day
Friday 26 MarchFriday 26 March

At Prescott College, we are commited to making our 
students feel included and safe in their environment. 

As a community, we are looking forward to celebrating 
Harmony Day, and supporting our school’s cultural 
diversity. 

Students and staff are encouraged to wear orange on 
Friday the 26th of March, as a symbol of unity.

Last Day of Term 1Last Day of Term 1
 Wednesday 7th April Wednesday 7th April
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Prescott College Robotics 
Competition Team
The interschool Vex Robotics competitions 
are all the rage in high schools in Australia 
and around the world. 
Our school is investing the funds to 
provide our students with the opportunity 
to become involved and compete against 
other schools in this exciting field of 
technology. 
The Prescott College Robotics 
Competition Team is starting up for real 
at the end of March. If you are interested 
in joining the team, we will be meeting 
each Wednesday after school from 3:30-
5:00pm. The first meeting will be on 
Wednesday 31st March. 

     Mr Keen

Vista Sport Ultimate Frisbee 
Tournament
Last week, senior boys and senior girls competed in a Vista Ultimate Frisbee 
tournament. Both teams dominated and made it to the grand final with the boys 
coming 2nd (3 – 6) and the girls coming 1st (8 - 3).  Both teams played their best 
the whole day and enjoyed competing with the other schools. Overall, we are 
very proud of our students who competed with fairness and represented Prescott 
College with pride.    

Mr Bocala / Mr Lozada



CASHLESS CANTEEN 
ORDERS

The new ordering system is going really well 
and we’d like to thank all those who have 
transitioned to using it. 

Orders can be placed well in advance, 
however, bear in mind the following:
• Pupil free days
• Public holidays
• When your child is away for sporting 

commitments
• If your child leaves school due to illness, 

before the lunches are processed

Unfortunately, we will not be refunding or 
giving credits for orders that are not collected.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Students will still be able to purchase their 
snacks and drinks with cash as per normal.  

Please be aware that plastic cutlery is no 
longer available in the canteen due to the 
Government ban. Please remember to provide 
them in your child’s lunchboxes.

PRESCOTT PRIMARY VISITS 
THE COLLEGE!
Year 6 students from Prescott Primary (Para Vista) 
came over to our campus on Monday to experience 
high school classes. From the feedback, the 
students had a fantastic time. They are spending 3 
weeks here doing D&T Engineering, Science and 
healthy cooking in Food Tech. 
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Recently, I had the opportunity to take the 
Year 12 Student Leaders out to a leadership conference for the 
day. It was good to be back together with other schools in large spaces learning and 
engaging with a wide variety of people. 
The experts led us through how to manage time, expectations, inclusivity and 
different strategies to be effective leaders in a school setting.
One of the points they made stood out to me in a special way. One of the most 
important things they said  that good leaders must do is to put other people first. 
An international leader I look up to is Simon Sinek. He’s published books and given 
many talks on leadership and one of my favourite quotes from him is, “Leadership is 
not a rank or a position, it is a choice – a choice to look after the person to the left of 
us & the person to the right of us.”
I believe the story of Jesus calls us all to be this kind of leader. To look out for each 
other, to put other people first, and to care. These things are more important then 
getting a task done or a project complete. It’s through this way of living that the 
world gets better and we can each play a part in that story.
I encourage you today to be a leader to the people around you.                     

Pr Jake Whittaker
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNERCHAPLAIN’S CORNER
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Park Run
On Tuesday we had a group of 23 Prescott 
students attend a 5km park run at West 
Beach. A beautiful, sunny afternoon with 
students thoroughly enjoying time out of 
the classroom.

Year 10 student, Youssef Ghallab came 
first for the boys and Isobel Heenan 
represented the girls.

Look forward to doing it again later in the 
year. Always looking for parent volunteers - 
please keep an eye out for next time!
    Mr Davies

Year 12 Fun!
Remember playing a good old game of 
backyard cricket when you were a kid? 

Last Friday our Year 12 class had a bit of fun 
playing backyard cricket as a year level, and then 
were refreshed by an icy pole! The team captains 
were Drona and Wajahat. It was a close game, but 
in the end Wajahat’s team won, after two innings 
for each team. The winning team is featured in the 
picture below.
     Miss Hopkins

NAPLAN
The NAPLAN testing will take place in Term 
2. However, the nationally coordinated 
practice test for Yr 7 students will be held 
on Thursday 25th March. 

If you have any questions or concerns 
please contact the College on 8269 1655. 
    
Miss Potts

PTO Bookings 
You can now begin to book your Parent-
Teacher interviews by clicking here https://
bookings.parentteacheronline.com.
au?school=36fne or alternatively you can 
find the PTO link on our website.

Interviews, at this stage will only be offered 
via a phone call at 10 minute intervals.
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Uniform Shop
The usual uniform shop hours are:
Wednesdays 12:30pm - 4:00pm

A reminder - the winter uniform is to be worn in 
Term 2 and 3. If you would like to bring your child 
in for a fitting, please do so before the rush. 

Please contact Jenny White at jwhite@
prescottcollege.sa.edu.au for your uniform 
requirements.

...Because your child matters

Keep up-to-date 
Follow Prescott College on social media to see 
more of what has been happening in and out of 
the classrooms 
             

  Facebook: 
         https://www.facebook.com/

PrescottCollegeAus 
    
      Instagram: 

         prescottcollegesa

Absences
If your child is going to be absent from school 
for any reason, or needs to leave early or 
arrive late, please contact the office via email 
reception@prescottcollege.sa.edu.au or phone 
8269 1655. If you receive a text message 
regarding your child’s absence, please 
respond to the message and include your 
child’s name.
If your child catches a private bus, you must 
contact the driver to let them know as soon as 
possible.

Homework Club
Homework Club is held every Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoon 
from 3:30pm - 5:00pm in the Library.

Students are able to study with a supervisor, 
who can help them with their homework, 
especially Mathematics and Science subjects. 

Students are encouraged to take advantage of 
this service to help them in their studies. This 
is purely voluntary - students do not need to 

book in.


