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Term Two, Week Ten - Friday 2 July, 2021

Principal’s Principal’s 
MessageMessage

Most of us were taught in the traditional way, but is this the 
most effective approach?

The most common teaching sequence is telling students the 
important principle or skill upfront and then having them practice on 
a set of well-designed problems. This approach is a convenient and 
efficient way to deliver knowledge. Students are often comfortable with this 
approach, but research shows that it isn’t always the best approach.

An alternative is having students wrestle with a problem, or project-based 
learning task, with the teacher withholding direct teaching at first, lest it undermine 
the processes of discovery. The theory is that students first need to experience 
the problems that make knowledge useful. This experience-first approach can be 
frustrating, but is it effective? 
   

       continued over
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Calendar 
of Events

JULY
Tuesday 20 July

• Term 3 commences
• Poetry in Action - PPN Yr 5s 

& 6s visit the College 

Friday 23 July
Term 3 fees due

Wednesday 28 
July

Open Morning 
9:30am - 11:30am

Athletics CarnivalAthletics Carnival
20212021
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Research has shown that students’ initial recollection and test performance were the 
same for each approach, but long-term transfer of skills was significantly better in the 
experience-first group. Why? The researchers believe it’s because telling-and-practice 
teaching prompts students to apply solutions, one problem at a time, which reduces 
their chances of seeing similarities across different learning areas and situations. 
Giving students the end-product of expertise too soon, often short-cuts the need to find 
the deep structure that the expertise describes. Therefore, students are less likely to 
see the structure in new situations and hence, they will fail to transfer knowledge and 
skills to new situations. There is definitely a time for telling, but it’s also important for 
teachers to help students tolerate the short-term frustration of not being told the right 
answer, because it is in the struggle that real deep learning occurs. The student’s effort 
to discover information can improve learning and test performance in the long run. 

         
The Bible supports this idea of learning being strongest “in the struggle” and so, in 
the book of Romans, the apostle Paul writes:  We can rejoice, too, when we run into 
problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us—they help us learn to be 
patient.  And patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God more 
each time we use it until finally, our hope and faith are strong and steady.

“Practicing Versus Inventing with Contrasting Cases: The Effects of Telling First on Learning and Transfer” by Daniel 
Schwartz, Catherine Chase, Marily Oppezzo, and Doris Chin in Journal of Educational Psychology, November 2011, 
Romans 5:3&4

Peter Charleson, Principal
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Congratulations TURNER on 
your win for 2021!
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DEPUTY’S NOTESDEPUTY’S NOTES

End of a chapter, start of a new

The end of a term brings many experiences to a conclusion. For our students 
there have been a lot of successes and triumphs. However, there have challenges for some 

students. For them, a new term will hopefully bring a new start that approaches learning from 
a fresh perspective: To be organised, to be positive and to reach out for something better and 

more fulfilling for themselves. 

Mainly, at the end of this term, I want to recognise those who persevere. They are those students, 
often unheard and unnoticed, who have suffered much and have many battles still to fight and 
mountains to climb. While they still have a long way to go they just keep on going, putting one 
foot ahead of the other to reach their destination. 

They can be encouraged, like all of us, by the words of Paul in his letter to the believers in Rome. 
“But not only that! We even take pride in our problems, because we know that trouble produces 
endurance, endurance produces character, and character produces hope. This hope doesn’t put us to 
shame, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us.”  Romans 5:3-5          
    
         Dr John Lewis  

Picnic in the park
The Year 12 Food and Hospitality class did their last practical for Term 
2. In a double period, they prepared food for their classmates to share at 
a picnic in St Helen’s Park.  After all the cold rainy days recently, it was 
the most beautiful day on Tuesday for a picnic.

Leading up to this day, the students have sampled each others’ food, and   
had to think about presentation, storage and what cutlery and plates they 
could use. 

Menu - Burritos (Wajahat), Wraps (Hamza and Maisam), Soup (Nazia), 
Haystacks (Sara), Hot Spicy Wedges (Courtney), Garlic Bread (Ulamila 
and Eden), Spinach Pastries (Erica), Peanut Butter Biscuits (Oliver), 
Cheesecake and Fruit. (Erica and Nazia). And a refreshing cold 
lemonade (Eden).



Pancake Breakfast
Prescott Admin organised 
a pancake breakfast and 
Mr Davies organised some 
games for our students on 
Thursday 1 July. A great 
way to start the day and 
a great way to finish off a 
very busy term!
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What does it take to be a leader?
I’ve had the joy of sharing with a handful of homeroom classes over the last couple of weeks about leadership 
and what it means to be a good leader. There have been some great responses and each homeroom has given 
slightly different responses which has led to some insightful discussions. 

We’ve noticed though, that almost every single aspect of good leadership that was mentioned, such as courage, 
perseverance, listening skills, humility, integrity, standing up for someone, resilience, etc, is something that 
everybody can work on and develop. We know that different people are naturally more 
gifted in certain areas, we all know someone who is just amazingly kind, or powerfully 
motivated, but still, we can all work on these areas in our own lives to become 
better leaders. 

I’ve said many times that while everyone may not be a leader, everyone can 
be if they choose to be. The challenge I gave to the students, and I give to you, 
is to pick one aspect of what you think makes a good leader, and work on it 
this week in your life. How can you develop and grow one aspect to bring that 
goodness to people in your life this week. 

For me, I believe it is through the power of Jesus and the Holy Spirit that can make 
that change, I encourage you to use His love and power to do the same over the 
holiday break. 
       Pr Jake Whittaker

          
         2 Koonga Ave, Prospect SA 5082     p: 08 8269 1655    f: 08 8344 1391    reception@prescottcollege.sa.edu.au

CHAPLAIN’S CORNERCHAPLAIN’S CORNER



Design & Tech Engineering - Clocks

In the first semester, Year 8s are asked to 
design and create a clock. We have some 
really creative and skillful Year 8s!

Design & Tech Engineering - Popstick 
bridge challenge
Each year, Mr Crisp challenges his Year 10 
students to see who can create the strongest 
bridge made out of 200 pop sticks and hot 
glue. He has a specially made “Bridge Buster” 
to see which bridge can withstand the load. 

The competition winner this year was Jacob 
Charity, whose bridge carried a load of 86.9 
kg, or 402.3 times the bridge’s own weight.

One of the main focus points of the bridge 
building project is the importance of designing 
the bridge in advance and building according 
to the design. In Jacob’s case, however, 
he also learned to analyse his bridge as he 
built it, which led to modifications that clearly 
increased the load carried by the bridge.  

Well done Jacob and all the other students in 
the class.
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Some of our students and teachers visited 
Prescott Primary Northern last week to 
run a program for the Year 5 and Year 6 
students. Students were able to participate 
in two subject groups; the choices were 
Science, Art, PE and Drama.
They were very well behaved and enjoyed 
experiencing some high school activities. 
We have feedback that a visit like this 
makes them feel much more at ease about 
their next chapter.

Visit to PPN

Paper Doll Blanket
Over this term, students in Stage 2 Child 
Studies created a paper doll blanket. The task 
was to design a toy that children aged 4-8 years 
could play with that provide a variety of sensory 
experiences. After some planning, they made 
a trip to Spotlight to find fabric suitable for the 
task. The blankets were made first and then 
the dolls and their detachable clothing. They’ve 
done a great job.
Ms Ludlow, Child Studies teacher

On Tuesday, the Year 8 students travelled 
to Hallett Cove to study the world renowned 
geological formations. The students were 
blessed with a beautiful day; not only did they 

get to study and 
observe the 
many different 
rock formations 
but they also 
saw dolphins 
dancing in 
the sea and 
kestrels soaring 
high above the 
cliffs. A great 
time was had 
by all.

Mr Watson, 
Science teacher

Hallet Cove excursion



Keep up-to-date 

Follow Prescott College on social 
media to see more of what has been 
happening in and out of the classrooms.
 

      Facebook: 
         https://www.facebook.com/          

PrescottCollegeAus 
    

       Instagram: 
       prescottcollegesa

          
2 Koonga Ave, Prospect SA 5082 p: 08 8269 1655    f: 08 8344 1391    reception@prescottcollege.sa.edu.au

Entertainment 
Membership 

Homework Club
Homework Club is held every Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoon 
from 3:30pm - 5:00pm in the Library.

Students are able to study with a supervisor, who 
can help them with their homework, especially 
Mathematics and Science subjects. 

Students are encouraged to take advantage of this 
service to help them in their studies. This is purely 
voluntary - students do not need to book in.

PRESCOTT COLLEGE BUS SERVICES
1. Private bus service - picks up your student from 
their home (or close by, depending on access). 

2. Inter-campus bus service - leaves Prescott 
Primary Northern (Para Vista) at 8:00am and returns 
back there at approximately 4:00pm. This is a 
complimentary service, provided by Prescott College.
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...Because your child matters

Canteen ordering
Lunch orders are placed online on the 
Spriggy app. Once you download the app, 
you can select Prescott College and add your 
credit card details. 
Shelf and fridge items such as crisps and 
drinks can still be paid by cash.
Please be aware that as of Tuesday, 20th 
July, the cut-off time for canteen online orders 
will be 9:05 AM. After this time orders will be 
closed for that day.
A reminder that orders can be placed a week 
in advance.

Thank you for noting this change.

Mrs Robson, 
Canteen Manager

Uniform expectations
The College Administration hope that you all have a 
safe, enjoyable and profitable break.  We are proud 
of how well the student body has done this term and 
look forward to another successful term. Please keep 
in mind that all students returning in Term 3 must wear 
the correct school  winter uniform. We are impressed 
that the vast majority of students wear their correct 
uniform. In the event that a school uniform cannot 
be worn, a student may wear their sports uniform 
and are entitled to three accompanying notes a term 
before consequences are given. Students are not to 
attend the College with a mixture of casual clothes 
and uniform. Senior Students (Years 11-12) may 
be sent home and middle school students may be 
internally suspended in the event that they attend the 
College inappropriately dressed. In a similar fashion, 
students returning with piercings may be externally 
suspended until they are able to wear clear studs. 
Thank you for adhering to the College’s code of 
conduct.

Dr Lewis, Deputy Principal

Please contact Jenny 
White at jwhite@
prescottcollege.sa.edu.
au for your uniform 
requirements.

Vista Senior Soccer

Despite a 
forecast of lots 
of rain, 16 male 
students from 
Year 10 -12 
headed off to 
Banksia Park 
to participate 
in a Vista 
Senior Soccer 
Tournament last Thursday. The boys showed 
perseverance, grit, and good sportsmanship as 
they played on muddy pitches and in piercing 
wind and rain, and enjoyed a memorable day.
     
     Miss Graf


