
          PRESCOTT COLLEGE               
Term Four, Week Nine - Friday 10 December, 2021

Principal’sPrincipal’s
MessageMessage
Change is the only constant in life. One’s ability to adapt 
to those changes will determine your success in life. (Benjamin 
Franklin). The College year for 2021 is over and we all now look 
forward to celebrating Christmas and taking a break before beginning 
another round of learning for 2022.

The new year will look a little different at Prescott College, with new students 
coming into Year 7 and a new leadership team. Mrs Jane Talamaivao will be 
Principal; Mr Daniel Zilm will be Deputy Principal - Teaching and Learning, and Mr 
Kendrick Watson, Deputy Principal - Student Wellbeing. Dr Lewis will be heading to 
Mackay to lead teachers at a sister Adventist school.  If you are wondering, yes, Dr 
Lewis was so effective as Deputy Principal at Prescott College the Board of Directors 
felt that they needed to replace him with two people. Also if you are returning to the 
College to study Year 12 in 2022, you will be relieved to know that Mr Zilm and Mr Watson 
will be teaching Stage 2 Maths Methods and Biology along with their new leadership roles.

It has been an honour to be able to serve students, parents and teachers for the last 29 
years as a teacher, Deputy Principal and Principal at Prescott College. In 1993, when I first 
began teaching at the College, there were less than 100 students attending and only about 
a dozen staff members. While the College has grown and much time has passed, today I still 
am as excited to teach and have input into guiding young lives as I was all those years ago. But 
God has called me to move and so this is my final task as the Principal of Prescott College. I 
will always cherish the memories of my time here in Adelaide and I will not forget the people who 
made it so special.
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Calendar 
of Events

Monday 13 December
SACE Results for year 12s published on 

“Students Online”

Tuesday 1 February
Year 7s and Year 12s commence 

for Term One

Wednesday 2 
February

All year levels to 
commence Term One

Speech NightSpeech Night
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Welcome Jane Talamaivao to the top job!
‘Apply for the role!’ was the almost audible command which led to the process of 
becoming the incoming Principal of Prescott College for 2022.

Genuinely surprised and utterly humbled, I am quickly coming to terms with the 
enormity of the role which I believe I have been called to by God. With this in mind, 
I’m grateful for the support that you, my Prescott 
community, will extend towards our new 
administration team as we take the reins from 
our persistent and progressive predecessors.

‘Team’ is definitely the operative term for 
2022! We are all in this together. I thank you in 
advance as you work with us to continue what 
we’ve been doing in the past, growing our strong 
culture of Christ at the centre as we live out our 
values of Integrity, Respect and Joy!

    Mrs Jane Talamaivao

I believe that the change of leadership will refresh and renew the vigour of teaching and 
learning and I will be excited to hear of the successes to come for College students and 
families in the future. In the book of Isaiah, chapter 43, God speaks: See, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland. Not that we are in a wasteland, but I am sure that you would agree 
that the last two years of pandemic have been challenging for everyone. 2022 will be a new 
year where hope will spring anew, and I am confident that Prescott College students will 
continue to grow integrity, respect and joy in their characters. 

Farewell and may God bless you all 

Peter Charleson
Principal 2016 - 2021

Acknowledgement: “The Developmental Relationships Framework” from The Search Institute, 2018
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The night of nights where the Year 12s 
are farewelled and students from all 
year levels are acknowledged for their 
achievements in academics, sport and 
spirituality (citizenship, leadership & 
community service).

Our awards consist of:
Excellence in subject areas Yrs 7 - 10
Academic Achievement Awards
SRC Leadership Award
Service Learning Award
Creative Arts Award
Citizenship Award
Long Tan Leadership Award
Muriel Matters Award
Ampol Best “All Rounder” Medal
Sport Carnival Awards
Sports Slam Award
Athlete of the Year
Vista Sports
House Trophy
Year 11 Dux of subject awards
Dux of Year Levels 7 - 12
As well as Graduation Certificates for 
our graduating Year 12s

There was also a surprise announcement 
of the appointment of our new Principal 
for 2022.

Congratulations to all of the award 
recipients. We are proud of all of our 
students and pray for an even better 
year for you all next year.

SPEECH NIGHT - 2 December 2021
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The 2022 College 
Captains, Louis 
Nambajimana 
and Elena 
Maticic making 
their speech (left)

Congratulations 
to Milad Nazari 
(right) who 
received the 
“Prescott College 
Dux award for 
Year 12”

Congratulations 
to Tamanna 
Bakhtyari (left)
who received 
the “Rachel 
Sanderson 
Citizenship 
Award” 

Our Year 12s 
gave a bouquet 
of flowers to 
their parents 
to show their 
appreciation of 
their support. 
(right) 
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Year 12 Formal - 18 November 2021 (Some more photos from Formal)
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This year I was blessed enough by the Year 12 students to deliver 
the graduation speech. In my speech I alluded to a quote from the 
Christian poet, T.S. Eliot. “What we call the beginning is often the end. 

And to make an end is to make a beginning. The end is where we start 
from”. The Bible refers to seasons. To everything there is a season, a 

time for every purpose under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1). 
In a Christian, and particularly Adventist, view of life, there is always 
hope. Where there is an end, even the end of the world and all we know, 
there is the promise and hope of an amazing beginning that is beyond all 
of our hopes and dreams. In a Christian life there are no full stops, only 
opportunities, new beginnings, renewal and re-births. As we conclude, 
we move forward to new experiences and fresh starts. All in God’s perfect 
timing. Eventually, we learn that the only constant is God and his work in 
our hearts. Ellen White, co-founder of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
educator and prophet, instructs us to always move forward with optimism. 
As she knew and lived, challenges are really opportunities to trust in God 
and see his power.  “Go forward, not in self-sufficiency and self-exaltation, 
yet filled with faith and hope and courage. Angels of God are guarding His 
faithful ones (MS 158, 1902).”
As I leave, I go with a mix of sadness and gratitude. I am also looking 
forward to fulfilling God’s calling and all the new opportunities that will bring. 
I can think of nothing better than to be given the opportunity to mentor 
teachers  and other staff and see them grow in confidence and skill. I am 
also confident that my replacements, Mr Watson and Mr Zilm, will bring 
energy and new ideas to their positions. Good-bye and God bless. 
        Dr John Lewis

DEPUTY’S NOTESDEPUTY’S NOTES

Farewell Dr Lewis
Dr Lewis has been called to serve at an Adventist School in Mackay. His role there will 
be to mentor teachers and other staff. John has spent the last 13 years here at Prescott 
College teaching Religious Studies and English and most recently Deputy Principal for 3 
years. 

His dry wit and the way the students interact with him, will be surely missed. Testament 
to that, the Year 12s each year get to choose who they would like to be their guest 
speaker at Speech Night, and it was a unanimous decision to have Dr Lewis do it.

We wish Dr Lewis and his family all the very best as they begin a new chapter in Mackay.

The Board of Directors has just recently 
announced that we have two people to replace 
Dr Lewis (he was that good) and we are blessed 
to have Mr Daniel Zilm and Mr Kendrick Watson 
fill the roles of Deputy Principal. We are really 
thrilled that we have two past students of 
Prescott College to lead out and mentor our 
students. Mr Watson will be the “Well-Being Co-
ordinator” and Mr Zilm will be the “Teaching and 
Learning Co-ordinator.” 
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If Jesus invited you to dinner, what would you do?

Jesus once told a story about His Father’s kingdom. He described it as a great feast, a banquet 
that was put on by the ruler of the land. Lavish foods, enough for everybody to be a part of and 
enjoy. He sent his servant out to announce that the feast was ready for the invited guests. 

However, the guests had weighed up the options and decided not to attend as they had more 
pressing matters. Fixing up their jobs, deciding not to attend for whatever reason. 

The ruler then sends his servant to invite those who society had cast out. People who were 
oppressed, people who felt estranged or disregarded. The ruler invited those people in. They 
came into the feast and ate and enjoyed themselves. 

This story challenges me in two ways. Firstly, there are times where I feel left out, challenged, 
and discouraged for whatever reason. Often it’s my own thoughts that portray a false reality of 
separation. Regardless, Jesus invites me into His kingdom of love and grace. Even after the 
mistakes I make, I am loved, accepted, and invited into His presence. 

Secondly, and more challenging, there are times where I disregard the 
invitation of God into His goodness. I reject His offer and do my own 
thing. In reflection, why would I say no to the ruler of the universe 
who only has good plans for me? 

These holidays I pray that this message of Jesus both comforts and 
challenges you. He loves you, He invites you in and He treasures 
you with all of His heart. But also, He calls you into a new way of life 
to change the world around you to be better, full of grace and love. I 
aim to accept His offer more than I have before, I encourage you to do 
the same.

      - Pr Jake Whittaker
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNERCHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Recently, our students from 
Prescott College headed out 

to Action Indoor Sports to take 
part in the Year 8 and 9 Vista 

Dodgeball Tournament. What a 
fantastic day it was, with both 

sides remaining undefeated and 
returning with 2 premiership 

trophies. All students were 
competitive and played with 

courage and team spirit. Our 
two MVPs for were Gawar 

Choul (Year 8) and Ricardo Da 
Silva (Year 9). Both boys were 
relentless in their throwing and 
dodged and weaved their way 

around many opposition counter-attacks. Special mention to Miss McNeill in her first Vista 
coaching role, helping lead the Year 8s to victory. Well done, Prescott! 

Dodgeball Winners!



My 5 years at Prescott have been amazing. I 
came in not knowing what to expect but was 
immediately intrigued by the different traits of 
each student and was drawn into the family 
atmosphere of the staff. 

I’ve learned so much over the years and my 
time here has been a valuable part of my 
career and personal journey. I know I will be 
bringing these lessons with me to my next 
adventure and I will be looking back relishing 
the memories I’ve made. 

The people at Prescott have been one of the 
best parts of working here. I think of Mr Zilm 
and Mrs Ronca mentoring me for the first 2 
years; Mrs Nelson checking assignments 
for me and giving me bus lessons during 
the holidays; Miss Hopkins always checking 
in and helping me get the job in the first 
place. Miss Graf being like a sibling; and Mr 
Charleson encouraging me to serve God. 
All of the staff have been supportive, caring 
and have inspired me to be a better teacher. 
Teaching our students has been a privilege as 
well. They are the best students in the world. 

My wife and I are sad to leave this community, 
but we are also excited to start a new 
adventure as we become first time parents in 
Queensland. I will leave Prescott with a full 
heart and a stronger sense of purpose - “To 
Glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”  

             Jared Bocala
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Farewell to Mr Davies and Mr Bocala

As 2021 comes to an end, as does my 
time as the P.E and Sports Coordinator at 
Prescott College. I would like to thank all 
families in our school community for the 
support, care, encouragement and kind 
words over the last 3 years. This has been 
particularly noticeable over the last few 
months, with the addition of my beautiful 
daughter (Naomi) into my life. 

To all the students, I will look back on 
these years fondly. Thank you for the effort 
and energy you have brought to the P.E 
classroom, as well as Vista Sport, Park 
Runs, Sport Carnivals, Sports Slams and 
every other physical activity we have been 
involved in. 

While my time as a P.E teacher has 
taught me that competitive sport is not 
for everybody, my final message is to 
try and stay active every day. Whether 
that be hiking as a family, jogging down 
at the beach, cycling on the linear trail 
(Karrawirraparri trail), going to the gym 
with friends or just walking around the 
beautiful Adelaide parklands, we all need 
to connect to our land and connect with 
each another. 

Life is busy, but we are blessed to be in the 
most liveable city, in the best state, in the 
greatest country in the world. Go outside 
and enjoy it! 

Have a safe and happy summer break.  

       Liam Davies
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CLOCK PROJECT
Mr Crisp’s Year 8s 
Semester 2 project to 
Design and manufacture a 
personalised clock. They 
all did an amazing job!
Which is your favourite?
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Vex Robotics Club Qualifies for the Nationals

Through the course of 2021, Mr Crisp’s 
Service Learning group made children's 
toys. Although we had hoped to make 
a variety of toys, we ultimately made a 
"squadron" of helicopters and a set of 
name puzzles.  

The helicopters will be donated to Second 
Chances, a charitable organisation that 
gives birthday and Christmas presents to 
children who have a parent in prison.  

The name puzzles have been made 
for a class of students with significant 
intellectual disabilities to assist in teaching 
the students how to spell their name.

I'm sure the students who chose to do 
toy making for Service Learning did not 
initially appreciate the amount of painting 
involved in both of these projects, so I 
would like to acknowledge their efforts 
and perseverance. I am certain that these 
items will have a meaningful impact on 
both the children who receive them, and 
their families as well.

Congratulations to the 
Prescott College Vex 
Robotics Club 
(Anthony, Garvit, Gregory,  
Ansh, Nicholas + Mr Crisp 
& Mr Keen) who competed 
in the state qualifying finals 
last week on Wednesday, 
Dec.1st 2021. 
 
We are thrilled that the 
Prescott College Robotics 
team qualified for the 2022 
Australian National Event.

Service Learning Toys
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At the end of 2020, the College purchased a small CNC mill (CNC stands for Computer 
Numeric Control) for the Design and Technologies workshop. This was our first entry into 
a new area of digital fabrication techniques and was to be our "learner" machine.

Those of us who have used it certainly have learned a lot. Although the CNC mill is, 
perhaps, more complex to use than the 3D printers, the laser cutter or the vinyl cutter, it 
provided a new range of capabilities and soon became the favourite machine for at least 
one student. It was used at the College fete to make Christmas decorations.

As a result of this success, the College has recently acquired a second CNC mill. This 
one is larger, faster and more powerful, so it once again 
extends the capabilities of the workshop to produce more 
interesting and challenging work. Although not completely 
installed into the workshop, it has already been used and 
works well.

      

     Mr Stuart Crisp

New CNC Mill in the Workshop
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YEAR 12 SACE 
RESULTS
The Year 12 SACE results 
will be made available on 
“Students Online” at 8:30am 
this Monday, 13 December 
2021. 

All Year 12 students need to be 
registered with Students Online 
to receive their results.

We wish you all the best in 
your next chapter in life.

Prescott College Bus Services
1. Private bus service - picks up students from their home (or close by, depending on 
access) and drops them back home in the afternoon.

2. Inter-campus bus service - leaves Prescott 
Primary Northern (Para Vista) at 8:00am and returns 
back there at approximately 4:00pm. This is a 
complimentary service, provided by Prescott College.

Keep up-to-date
Follow Prescott College on social media to 

keep up-to-date on the latest news! 
   
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/PrescottCollegeAU

Instagram: PrescottCollegeAus



Office closure and preparation for 2022Office closure and preparation for 2022
The Admin Office will be closed from The Admin Office will be closed from 

Monday 20 December - Friday 7 JanuaryMonday 20 December - Friday 7 January

We’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and Prosperous New Year. May the spirit of Christmas 
fill your heart and home with all the peace and love and remember 

what Christmas is truly about.

SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT 
FOR 2022

Year 7s and Year 12s will commence on 
TUESDAY 1 FEBRUARY

Year 8s, 9s, 10s and 11s will commence
on WEDNESDAY 2 FEBRUARY
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...Because your child matters

Uniform Shop News

Uniform fittings will be available at 
the following dates and times. Please 
contact Jenny White to book an 
appointment by emailing Jenny White: 
jwhite@prescottcollege.sa.edu.au or calling/
SMS 0460 791 150.

Appointments are approximately 30 minutes 
per student.

ADDRESS: 7 Ballville Street, Prospect

Tuesday, 18th January 9:00am to 1:00pm  
please make an appointment

Wednesday, 19th January 1:00pm to 6:00pm 
please make an appointment

Monday, 24th January 1:00pm to 7:00pm 
please make an appointment

Thursday, 27th January 1:00pm to 7:00pm  
please make an appointment

Sunday, 30th January 10:00am to 7:00pm  
please make an appointment


